
Sources: Personal Health Care Expenditures taken from the Centers of Medicare and Medicaid Services and is $2.339 Trillion 
(http://www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalHealthExpendData/downloads/tables.pdf - table 2). Total spent on medical malpractice insurance from National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners (Countrywide Summary of Medical Malpractice Insurance Calendar Years 1991-2008, National Association of Insurance Commissioners 
(NAIC), 2009). Percentages may not round up due to both rounding and the fact that CMS does not regard medical negligence costs as health care costs.
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In 2008, the total spent defending claims and 
compensating victims of medical negligence was $6.2 

billion—just 0.3% of health care costs
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Health Care Costs
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In 2008, the total spent defending claims and 
compensating victims of medical negligence was $6.2 

billion—just 0.3% of health care costs



Sources: Personal Health Care Expenditures taken from the Centers of Medicare and Medicaid Services and is $2.339 Trillion 
(http://www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalHealthExpendData/downloads/tables.pdf - table 2). Total spent on medical malpractice insurance from National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners (Countrywide Summary of Medical Malpractice Insurance Calendar Years 1991-2008, National Association of Insurance Commissioners 
(NAIC), 2009). Percentages may not round up due to both rounding and the fact that CMS does not regard medical negligence costs as health care costs.
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In 2008, out of every dollar spent on health care, less 
than half of one cent was spent defending claims and 

compensating victims of medical negligence.


